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F2 handbook
Information for parents.
· Our Curriculum and how it changes in F2. 
In F2 we continue to work from and assess against, the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum’. This is a different curriculum to main school and is focussed around play based and child initiated learning. The curriculum is divided into 7 areas of learning: Personal, Social and Emotional development, Communication and Language, Physical Development, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. We try to follow your child’s interests so the topics we learn about do often change. 

The children will continue to experience a balance of teacher directed activities and independent learning opportunities within our indoor and outdoor environment, although this year they will also be involved in guided group learning. 

Every day we have a shared whole class focus time for Letters and Sounds, Mathematics and Literacy.  This is a focused 20 minutes of shared learning. Then there is opportunity for the children to practise these new skills independently within the provision. 

They will also each receive a guided session for writing, reading and maths once a week. This session is in small groups or individually and adapted for different stages of development. Additional to this we have a PE session once a week, a computing suite session once a week, a singing slot once a week and 1 whole school assembly. The other areas of learning are also covered in guided, shared and independent learning opportunities.

We continue to value play in F2 and plan exciting provision, often linked to our topic, for the children to explore in order to experience a breadth of learning opportunities and to gain independence in their learning. Independence is a quality that we promote and value throughout our Foundation setting. 

There will be Literacy and Maths information meetings running in September to give you more information and ways to support your child at home. Dates will be issued in September.

· Assessment
Each child has a ‘learning journey’ where their development is assessed across the 7 areas of learning and this is evidenced throughout their time in Foundation. Staff are always prepared to talk to parents about your child’s progress at the end of a school day or via phone/email. We aim to work with you to provide the best opportunities for your child.

We are currently using a digital ‘learning journey’ program called ‘Tapestry’ 
The program allows you to see a log of all the observations and photos taken of your child over their time with us and allows you to post pictures of experiences they have at home. The children love to celebrate their home lives with their peers and teachers and it is lovely for us to be able to get an insight of their lives outside school.
Please provide your email addresses in order to join Tapestry ready for September. 

· Parent Pay 
School now works on a cashless system. It is important to sign up to ‘ParentPay’ when your activation codes are available. ParentPay enables you to pay for new reading folders, logo badges, water bottles, clubs and school visits. Activation codes and User Guides will be available to new parents soon. 

· Our School Day
Your child’s day will begin at 8.45, please bring them to the side door of Foundation. Whilst you wait, please keep your child with you and do not allow them to play with the provision we have already set up for the day.

Please leave your child at the door. They will quickly build up their independence to sort out their coat, reading folder, water bottle etc. independently. Please don’t worry if they get teary to begin with, many children can find the change between settings or F1 to F2 daunting. More often than not they calm down straight away once inside and you are the one left more upset! We can always give you a ring to assure you that they have settled and will ring if they continue to be distressed. 

If you wish to drop your child off at an earlier time, breakfast club is available for children in Foundation 2. You may drop them off to have a healthy and filling breakfast in the mobile from 7.30am. The current price is £2.50. Booking is essential and this is done through Parent Pay. You must book before 12pm the night before to use this service. 
Homework club is available 3-5pm at £1.75 per hour (this is flexible, you can book 1 hour or 2 hours) This service is for working parents only.  Booking is essential through Parent Pay. You must book before 10am on the day you wish to use this service. 
Activation codes and user guides for Parent Pay will be available soon. Please request a registration form from the office before your child attends breakfast or homework club for the first time. 

· Staggered starts. 
In September we stagger your child’s start to Foundation 2, staying all day straight away can be a very big change and they may become tired and overwhelmed. To avoid these teething problems, we gradually build the time up over a week to prepare your child for a full day in school. The timings are as follows: 

	Thursday 1st September 

	8.45 - 1

	Friday 2nd September 
	8.45 - 1

	Monday 5th September 
	8.45 - 2


	Tuesday 6th September

	8.45 – 3 





· Lunch 
The Government now entitles all children between F2 and Y2 to a free hot school meal. The menu changes termly and offers a wide range of delicious choices. The current menu can be found on the school website. We promote healthy eating and encourage children to try new foods, you will be surprised that they will often eat things in school that they don’t when at home. 

If your child would prefer sandwiches please provide them with a healthy lunch, no chocolate! For example: a sandwich, crisps, piece of fruit and a yogurt. They will need a drink. They leave their lunchboxes outside the Unit in the morning. After they have eaten their lunch they will go out onto the main playground with Key Stage One and our midday supervisors.

Your child can switch between sandwiches and school dinners but will need to be clear what they are having that day so we can order their lunch at register time. 

· Pupil Premium 
Although every child is entitled to a no cost hot school meal, it is still important to check whether you are eligible for ‘Free School Meals’ (pupil premium) as school receives a sum of money to support your child in the best way we can. 
This enables us to benefit your child in ways such as: the environment, a higher ratio of staff, trips out of school, new resources, parenting support etc. 
If you think you are eligible for Free School meals, please phone or go online to apply. Please speak to the school office for details.  
It is also important to apply for school milk, we can do this for you whilst they are 4 but once your child is 5 you will need to pay for this. Please look out for an email that notifies you of your payment. We will also text to notify you. All children receive a free piece of fruit each day until the end of Year 2. 

· Things your child will need everyday
Our learning in Foundation takes place indoors and outdoors in all weathers. Therefore please provide your child with a warm coat and suitable footwear in cold weather. In warm weather please put sun cream on your child before school and provide them with a sunhat.

In F2 your child needs a PE kit. This needs to be a pair of dark shorts and a white t-shirt please. We begin the year doing PE inside but we will notify you when plimsolls or trainers are needed. You will be notified of PE days and PE kit arrangements in September.

Your child will be provided with a water bottle at the beginning of the year, they need to bring it with them each day and take it home each evening to be washed and refilled. If a water bottle is lost, they are available to buy via ParentPay for £1.75 or 50p for a new lid. 
If your child has any toileting troubles, please could you provide them with a bag of spare clothes for them to hang on their peg. We are happy to change all children and please don’t panic if accidents happen. If your child is in discomfort or becomes distressed, we will ring you. 


Reading folders:
Your child will be sent home with a reading folder in September. If you child attends our F1 setting, please use the same reading folder or you can buy a new one via Parent Pay. 

Reading folders will have a reading book and a sharing/library book in it. It will also contain a reading diary for you to sign whenever you have listened to, or read with your child. A signature or smiley face is brilliant; don’t feel you have to write a comment every time. 

We have a reading mileage competition that begins straight away in September. When your child reaches a milestone of 25, 50, 100, 150, 200, 250 and 300 reads they receive a prize. We only count 1 read a day. We expect children to read at home at least 3 times a week. More information on reading and how to support your child will be available in September. 

· Uniform
Your child will be expected to wear:
Grey/Black jogging bottoms, trousers, skirt or pinafore (red checked summer dress in warmer weather)
Red Jumper/cardigan/sweatshirt 
White polo shirt with collar
Black shoes/trainers. 
In Foundation your child accesses lots of physical equipment including climbing frames therefore they must be provided with sensible footwear to avoid health and safety hazards. 
Your child will be involved in ‘messy’ play, and although we do try to keep your child clean with aprons, accidents do happen! Please send your child in washable clothing. 
Please label all clothing (including shoes and PE kits), children are often getting changed into different costumes therefore we need to be able to sort them out at the end of the session easily without losing jumpers etc. 
We recommend that children do not wear jewellery. If they do, then for pierced ears a plain stud is permitted. For P.E. children are not allowed any jewellery so please remove these on PE day. 
Children who are new to school have been provided with an ‘Iron on’ school logo badge but if you would like to purchase more, they are available via ParentPay for £1. Please find enclosed a leaflet with details of where to order embroidered school items. Please note clothing with a logo is optional and plain red items are fine!

· Behaviour
Our behaviour system in Foundation is different from main school.
Your child will always come into foundation to find their name on the happy face. 
If they do something amazing then their name will be put on ‘Rocket Number One’ 
If they are then rewarded for something else amazing, their name will be put on ‘Rocket Number Two’ 
If they are recognised for the third time they will go to the superstar! 
If your child has made a bad choice and is given a warning, their name will be put on the unhappy face.
If they have to be spoken to again about behaviour then they will be put onto the sad face and receive an age appropriate time out. 
Please note that we may not always alert you if your child has moved to the unhappy/sad face. Often the situation has been dealt with and resolved in session and can be quite traumatic to relive it again after school. However, if it is something more serious we will of course make you aware. 

· First Aid:
Sometimes accidents do happen in Foundation, all of our staff are First-Aid trained and will provide the appropriate care when needed. Staff will strive to inform you of any notable incidents. If your child receives First-Aid for a bumped head, you will receive a letter informing you of this. Please let us know if your child has any medical needs.

· Forest School 
Over the past 5 years we have run forest school sessions for all Foundation children. The children absolutely love being in the outdoors and experiencing learning opportunities that aren’t possible when inside, they are often asking “Is it time for Forest Fridays yet!?”  In F2 we do venture out of the school grounds to local forests either by coach or walking. We are also out in the forest all day. This will not begin straight away in September as the children need time to settle again after the holidays, we will probably do a few forest visits to the local woods or our own school area for half days before the weather gets too cold and then the full sessions will begin after February half term. There will be more information and reminders closer to the time.

· How you can help. 
It would be very helpful if you could do the following things at home to prepare your child for Foundation 2 and help them to be independent:
· Start to get dressed and undressed independently (putting on shoes and socks, zipping up coats) 
· Counting forwards and backwards to 10 or 20 e.g. counting as you walk down the stairs, counting how many daisies you can find in the garden 
· Recognising colours
· Recognising shapes they can see (square, triangle, rectangle, circle)
· Having a go at writing/copying their name  
· Sharing books, reading stories, singing nursery rhymes

Thank you for your support. Please feel free to ring school if you have any questions.
Foundation Stage Team
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