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Intent
The intent of Church Vale’s Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is to enable our pupils to be independent, inquisitive and self-motivated learners. Through our play-based curriculum, our children will master: active learning with high levels of motivation, playing and exploring with what they know whilst pushing personal boundaries and thinking creatively and critically with independence. With these key characteristics of learning underpinning our Early Years ethos, the children will be equipped to learn, develop and apply knowledge in all 17 areas of learning. 
Key Concepts
Our curriculum is based on 7 areas of learning, each playing a huge role in our holistic approach to teaching and nurturing our youngest children. 
The prime areas are: 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Communication and language 
• Physical development 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through the specific areas:
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive arts and design 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play and with a careful balance of adult led and child initiated activity. At Church Vale we recognise that play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, think about problems and relate to others. The teachers make an ongoing judgement to maintain the balance between those activities led or guided by adults and those led by the children. 
Features of high quality Early Years practice you will see in our school are:

the partnership between teachers and parents to ensure children feel secure at school and develop a sense of well-being and achievement;
the knowledge teachers have of how children develop and learn and the impact it has on their teaching;
the importance of high quality interaction and expert choices practitioners make to model, repeat, extend, scaffold and develop communication within play;
the opportunity for first-hand experiences carefully selected to cater for our children’s cultural capital;
a carefully planned progressive curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage whilst following their own lines of enquiry and interest;
high quality provision that builds on and extends children’s interests and develops their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities;
quick identification of any barriers to learning and impactful intervention to address these;
opportunities to develop independence and self-management;
support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities and equipment;
the identification of progress and future learning needs of children through observations, which are regularly shared with parents;
the good relationships between our school and the settings that our children experience prior to joining our school; 
the clear aims for our work, and the regular monitoring to evaluate and improve what we do;
the regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the Foundation Stage.
The value and importance of play 

Implementation
The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout the Foundation Stage. The planning objectives within EY are taken from the differentiated Development Matters Statements from the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. 

Our planning is based on the individual needs and interests of our children, their cultural capital and our school values. We have a long term plan which provides a clear overview of our teaching intentions, progression between F1 and F2 and possible lines of enquiry for our children to influence our teaching content. We use teacher knowledge and regular formative assessments in order to provide the correct next steps for our children. Provision is enhanced and adult led activities are planned based on what the children are enthusiastic about learning at that time and their gaps in knowledge. We plan provision as a whole unit based on an overriding theme but the environment and learning opportunities are carefully planned to meet each cohorts’ developmental needs.

Planning reflects the characteristics of teaching and learning which are at the forefront of our practitioners drive to ensure we are teaching our children to be masters of their own learning and development. 
Throughout each week the children will access: 
·  Whole class activities 
·  Small group focus activities 
·  Small group independent activities 
·  Child initiated activities 
·  Indoor and Outdoor learning 

Between the months of February and July F1 and F2 also access Forest School provision. F1 children visit our school Forest School area and F2 children visit a range of different local forests to explore where they live and learn about local history. Forest school allows children to take risks, solve problems, use teamwork, communicate effectively and notice natural changes. Children are actively encouraged to develop positive attitudes towards their learning and to understand that they have responsibility for it. 




Assessment
We see assessment as a continuous and integral part of our practice. It informs practitioners and parents/carers of individual development and progression through the EYFS and allows staff to plan appropriate opportunities to support and extend children’s learning. 
Summative assessments are made on entry to F1 and the national baselining materials are used to baseline the F2 children. The children are then assessed using Development Matters and the Early Years framework at the end of each term throughout Foundation stage. A final statutory summative assessment is made in the final term of F2 based on the Early Learning Goals from the statutory framework for EYFS. The profile provides parents and teachers with a picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected levels and their readiness for year 1. Each child’s level of development is assessed against the early learning goals and a judgement is made whether the children are working at or not yet meeting each goal. All summative assessments are collated using Eazmag and analysed to establish a baseline to measure progress against. Assessment for each child, cohort and vulnerable groups of children (Ever6, SEN, BME) is analysed to ensure progression and enables attainment to be compared within school, locally and nationally. Our school works closely with our family of schools to network, share good practise and moderate judgements. 
Formative assessments using observation, photographs, annotated pieces of work, contributions from parents, discussions with children etc are ongoing and all contribute to the summative assessments for each child. Whilst we recognise that teacher knowledge is the best source of evidence and do not have a requirement of quantity of evidence, we also appreciate how important the children’s online learning journals are to our families and how integral they are to our communication with them. A best fit judgement of whether a child is ‘on track’ or ‘not on track’ in their age bracket is made using Development matters which leads to our summative assessments. Parents and Carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress by meeting with F1 and F2 staff three times a year. Parents of children during their final term of F1 and F2 receive an annual report offering brief comments on progress and attainment in each area of learning. These reports highlight the child’s strengths and future development needs and give details of the child’s general progress. We complete these in June, and send them to parents in July each year.
Impact
 “Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.” 
Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage September 2021
On leaving our Foundation stage, children will be independent and motivated leaners. They will have emotional resilience and be able to build and maintain good relationships with peers and adults. They will be in control of their emotions and be able to self-regulate their behaviour to suit different situations. They will have motivation to achieve what they set out to do, bouncing back when they face difficulty. They will enjoy consolidating what they know through play but have the confidence to try new things and ‘have a go’ They will be creative thinkers, having their own ideas and choosing ways to do things. They will have a thirst for knowledge and a love of learning.
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